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Board of Directors 
 

President 

  Gracian Goyhenetche 
 

Vice President 

  Christian Iribarren 
 

2nd Vice President 

  Matthew Etchepare 
 

Secretary 

  Arantxa Arriada-Brown 
 

Treasurer 

  Anita Arduain 
C’ 

Assistant Secretary 

  Philippe Acheritogaray 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

  Valerie Arrechea 
 

Directors: 

  Xabier Berrueta 

  Jean Pierre Cabalette 

  Johnny Curutchet    

  Pierre Etcharren 

  John Falxa 

  Joseph Goyhenetche 

  Jean Gorostiague 

  Xavier Ocafrain 
 

Upcoming Events                                                                                                                             
  

• Jul. 7-11 -Children’s Pilota Camp 

• Jul. 12 - Oral History Interviewer Workshop 

• Aug. 23 - Laxalt Book Presentation  3:00pm 

• Sep.   7 -  8HZ Radio Show  11:00am 

• Sep. 27 -  BCC Golf Invitational 

• Sep. 28 -  BEO Mus Zati Bat Fundraiser 

• Oct.  4 -  Txirrindulari Bike Ride 

• Jan. 25 -   BCC Mus Tournament and                

  Members’ Free Lunch 

 

Childrens Pilota Camp July 7Childrens Pilota Camp July 7Childrens Pilota Camp July 7Childrens Pilota Camp July 7----11111111    

With World Class InstructorWith World Class InstructorWith World Class InstructorWith World Class Instructor    

 We have the opportunity to hold a Pilota camp with a world class Pilota instructor 
from Argentina. She will teach Pilota at Udaleku and will be in the Bay Area the fol-
lowing week from July 7 to 11.  The cost per child is $100. Those interested should 

contact Valerie Arrechea (etcharren@msn.com) 

 

 

 
 
 

 

June 2014  ElectionsJune 2014  ElectionsJune 2014  ElectionsJune 2014  Elections    

Congratulations to our newly elected 2014 Board of Directors.  

Philippe Acheritogaray—171 

Joe Goyhenetche—164 

Xavier Ocafrain—151 

Pierre Etcharren—149 

Christian Iribarren—135 

The BCC board would also like to thank outgoing directors, Esther Bidaurreta and Gratien Etchebe-

here, Jr. for their years of dedicated service to the board. 

Gure Euskal 

Etxea 
 Newsletter website:  www.SFBCC.us. 

New bcc mus tournament date and formatNew bcc mus tournament date and formatNew bcc mus tournament date and formatNew bcc mus tournament date and format    
The Members' Free Lunch and Mus Tournament will be held on the fourth Sunday in January (the 25th 
next year in 2015) instead of the third Sunday and the mus tournament will take place on one day in-

stead of two.   More details will be made available as we approach the event.  

These Pilota Camp participants played handball on the BCC’s 9th Anniversary in February 1991. 

(back row) Xavier Salaburu, Philippe Elicagaray, James Goyhenetche, Miguel Ibarra, Gratien 
Etchebehere, Xavier Ocafrain.  (front row) Philippe Irola, Mark Sorhouet, Tommy Curutchet, 
Josexo Uharte, Michael Curutchet, Tony Uharte.  Xavier Ocafrain (newly elected BCC Board 

of Director) and Tony Uharte both went on to compete in several international competitions.  
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Hurbil Zaitez Mesedez             Hurbil Zaitez Mesedez             Hurbil Zaitez Mesedez             Hurbil Zaitez Mesedez             
please come join us!please come join us!please come join us!please come join us!    

The majority of the activities at the San Francisco Basque Cul-
tural Center are managed and organized through its standing 
committees and are open to all members who are interested in 
participating in them.  For more details, please contact the 

committee chairperson: 

Building and Grounds  

The Buildings and Grounds committee is responsible for the 
facility and for its decor. The Chairperson of this committee is 

Jean Gorostiague (jg1231@gmail.com). 

 Entertainment  

The Entertainment Committee is responsible for organizing the 
events at the center, especially the three major annual events 
of the anniversary festival in February, the summer festival in 
August and the New Year's Eve Gala. The committee generally 
meets on the third Monday of the month at 7:30pm. The 

Chairperson is Pierre Etcharren (etcharren@msn.com).  

Euskara 

The Euskara Committee is responsible for programs for learn-
ing the Basque language. The Chairperson is Xabier Berrueta 

(xabierberrueta1@yahoo.com). 

Pilota 

The Pilota Committee is responsible for promoting the sport 
of pilota and for organizing tournaments. The Chairperson is 

Xabier Berrueta (xabierberrueta1@yahoo.com). 

Youth 

The Youth Committee organizes activities throughout the year 
targeted to the youth of the BCC. The Chairperson is Arantxa 

Arriada Brown (msarriada@gmail.com).  

History  

The History Committee works to record the events at the 
BCC. The Chairperson is Christian Iribarren 

(christian@kellyandiribarren.com).  

Finance 

The Finance Committee manages the BCC's investment portfo-
lio. The Chairperson is Matthew Etchepare 

(matthew.etchepare@gmail.com). 

Women's Club 

The BCC Women's club sponsors and promotes many events 
throughout the year. Some of which include the annual Father’s 
Day and Mother’s Day celebrations as well as the Easter and 
Christmas celebrations.  Maria Arriada is the Chairperson and 

Mayte Ocafrain is the Secretary (goxoki@sbcglobal.net). 

Basque Educational Organization - BEO 

The BEO organizes educational activities including the circula-
tion of a Basque Library, an annual film series and a biennial 
Basque Cultural Day.  The BEO meets on the first Thursday of 
the month via teleconference. The chairperson is Marisa Espinal 

(mespinal_fssm@yahoo.com). 

Robert Laxalt Book PresentationRobert Laxalt Book PresentationRobert Laxalt Book PresentationRobert Laxalt Book Presentation    

By Pultizer Award Winner Warren LerudeBy Pultizer Award Winner Warren LerudeBy Pultizer Award Winner Warren LerudeBy Pultizer Award Winner Warren Lerude    

Pulitzer Award Winner, Warren Lerude, 
will present his latest book, Robert Laxalt, 
the Story of a Storyteller at the Basque Cul-
tural Center on Saturday, August 23rd, 
3:00pm, in conjunction with the center’s 
annual summer festival - Euskal Etxeko 
Jaialdia.  In this new biography, Lerude, pro-
fessor emeritus of journalism, focuses on 
Laxalt's development as a writer, especially 
through his formative days as a journalist in 
Reno and Carson City, and on to Laxalt the 
family man, teacher, publisher and much 

more.  

Lerude said, "The odyssey of this book began 
with an idea from my long-time friend and 

colleague Bruce Bledsoe. Bruce brought it to my attention that of the 17 
books Laxalt wrote, none of them were biographical in nature. With a 
little nudging from Joyce, Bob's wife of 52 years, and their daughters 
Monique, an attorney and novelist, and Kristin, a physician, I decided to 

take on the project."  

Robert Laxalt, whose journalism, creative nonfiction and fiction made 
him a national and international literary figure, is the most acclaimed 
writer from the state of Nevada in modern times. His 1957 classic, 
Sweet Promised Land, not only brought to life the immigrant experience 
of the Basques who had come to the United States as sheepherders, it 
also served as an exemplary story for all immigrants to the United 

States.  

Laxalt, who died in 2001 at 77 years old, left a legacy of evidence about 
his writing life in the Special Collections and University Archives Depart-
ment at the  Knowledge Center. Special Collections is home to 26.5 

cubic feet of Laxalt's papers spread throughout 33 rectangular boxes.  

"So much of what Laxalt was known for is contained in our collection," 
Jacquelyn Sundstrand, manuscripts and archives librarian for the Special 
Collections Department, said. "Warren reviewed numerous drafts of 
Laxalt's various novels, manuscripts, correspondence and more to help 

bring his professional history to life."  

The book is published by the Center for Basque Studies, which publishes 
high-quality books in English on Basque-related topics. The Laxalt biog-
raphy is the inaugural book in a new series, Basque Originals, which pre-
sents lively, entertaining and informative books on a variety of subjects 
relating to Basques around the world and the experience of being 

Basque.   

 

Warren Lerude is a professor emeritus of the 
University of Nevada, Reno's Reynolds School 
of Journalism and a longtime Reno newspaper 
editor and publisher. In 1977, he led a team of 
journalists to win the Pulitzer Prize for editorial 
writing. He is the co-author of the best-seller 
American Commander in Spain: Robert Hale 
Merriman and the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and 

author of the text of another best-seller Robert Cameron's Above Ta-
hoe and Reno. He was a professor of media law, management and pro-

fessional internships for 32 years at the journalism school. 
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BCC Txapeldunak at the 2014 NABO Finals BCC Txapeldunak at the 2014 NABO Finals BCC Txapeldunak at the 2014 NABO Finals BCC Txapeldunak at the 2014 NABO Finals     

Congratulations to the great representation from BCC 

members in the NABO Finals in Bakersfield—Fred 

Alfaro, Alain Camou, Jean Luc Chiramberro, Gratien 

Etchebehere, Jr., John Falxa, Jesse Kvarna, Antoine 

Laxague, Xavier Ocafrain, and Remi Zuburu.  They 

brought home several medals for San Francisco.   

Remi Zuburu (left) played a spectacular game and came from three points be-

hind to win Chino (Reyes) in Eskuz (singles) Handball 22-21!  

Jesse Kvarna ( far right) took home 

two medals for San Francisco.  Playing 

Paleta Cuero with Gratien Etchebe-

here, Jr. (left) against Boise cousins 

Boyd and Boyd, they won 35-24.  With 

Fred Alfaro in Handball Class B Jesse won Chino’s Estevez and Mar-

tinez 25-13.   

San Francisco also had Txapeldunak in Paleta Goma Class B.  Alain 

Camou and Jean Luc Chiramberro won 35-25 against Bakersfield’s 

Echeverria and Fannuchi.  

BCC member Evelyne Etcharren  (pictured with Gratien and 

Jesse) did a great job coordinating all the 2014 Finals in Bakersfield 

as she is NABO’s Pilota Chairperson, a position she has held since 

2008! 

Committee for Oral HistoriesCommittee for Oral HistoriesCommittee for Oral HistoriesCommittee for Oral Histories    

Memoria BiziaMemoria BiziaMemoria BiziaMemoria Bizia    

Memoria bizia - oral history project: 
 NABO has started a project whose goal 
is to record the oral history of our older 
community members. These stories need 
to be collected and preserved so that 
future generations will have the oppor-
tunity to learn from the experiences of 
the past. We are looking for people in 

our community who would be interested in working on this project. 
The work would include helping with the list of those to interview, 
and actively interviewing people. What better way to connect with 

the history of our community?  
 

An interviewer workshop will be conducted by Pedro Oiarzabal on 
July 12th at the Basque Cultural Center to train volunteer interview-
ers.  Those interested please contact Valerie Arrechea 

at etcharren@msn.com or 415/859-1154 

 

September Mus LessonsSeptember Mus LessonsSeptember Mus LessonsSeptember Mus Lessons    

Are you tired of watching others play mus while you sit on the side-
lines? Are you looking forward to matching wits with others? Come 
learn how to play! Lessons will be given every Friday evening 
(7:00pm) during September.  (September 5, 12, 19, and 26). You will 
learn rules, vocabulary, the flow of the game, and some strategy all 
in time to participate in fall tournaments. Those interested should 

RSVP to etcharren@msn.com 

    

BCC Regular Membership                       BCC Regular Membership                       BCC Regular Membership                       BCC Regular Membership                       
21 Years Old21 Years Old21 Years Old21 Years Old 

BCC Regular Membership for persons 21 years of age: 

1. The fee for a Regular Membership for children of 
Regular Members who are 21 years of age shall be 

$1,000, until their 22nd birthday. 

2. The fee for a Regular Membership for persons who 
are 21 and who are of Basque ancestry shall be 
$1,500, until their 22nd birthday, and this Regular 
Membership will be nontransferable for ten (10) 

years. 

       Please contact Anita Arduain for more information or 

for membership applications.  650-583-7018. 

 

 

BEO - 
mus zati 

bat 
The Basque Educational Organization will be hosting a 
fundraising MUS tournament on Sunday, September 
28th.  More details will be available as we get closer to 

the event. 
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Back Row Standing (left to right): Philippe Acheritogaray, Jeanette Santini, Jean Goni, Craig Reisfield, Roland Cherbero, Dan Berterretche, Jack Uhalde, Beñat 
Mallabia Onaindia, Leon Sorhondo, Suzanne Elicetche, Dean Fantham, Bernadette Jensen (Petoteguy), Espen Jensen, Jean Marc Sorhondo, Pamela Madsen, 
Peter Santini, Charles J. Burkland (CJ), Dominique Berterretche, Dominique Erdozaincy, Remi Zuburu, Jean-Pierre Elissetche. 

Front Row Kneeling (left to right): Yvonne Cuburu, Yvette Gorostiague Fantham, Gure Arrano Beltza (Black Eagle - Txirrindulari Kluba Mascot), Estefania P. 
Barahona, Iker Aguirrezabal, Christina Delgado-Martin, Paul Kramer, Gure Ikurrina (Basque Flag), Lars Madsen, Perry Kramer, Bonnie Ng-Kramer, Gure Nafar-
roako Bandera (Flag of Navarre), Julie Etchevers, Gerald Hirigoyen, Pat Tobin. 

Spring 2014 Txirrindulari Bike Ride SummarySpring 2014 Txirrindulari Bike Ride SummarySpring 2014 Txirrindulari Bike Ride SummarySpring 2014 Txirrindulari Bike Ride Summary    

Another successful ride was held with perfect weather and riding conditions on June 7th beginning at Le Chalet Basque.   Roger 
Minhondo was there to open and greet us at the restaurant to store all the food and drinks that riders and sag members brought for lunch at 

the end of the ride.  

This was the 11th ride since its inception in 2009.  This was also the 2nd most attended ride with 26 bike riders of which 15 were first 
time riders with the Txirrindulari Kluba.  There were 8 SAG (support and gear) members of which 3 were first time sag members.  There were 
four riders from Euskadi who have been working in UC Berkeley and UCSF who heard about us from the BCC website and had a wonderful 

time with us.  Ten riders rode the Bide Luze (44 mile route) as well as 16 riders who rode the Bide Txiki (30 mile route).   

 Lunch was provided by the riders and sag crew who had various specialties as each tried to bring their best with main dishes, side 
dishes, appetizers, desserts or wines.  Be aware that this isn't a bicycle competition, it's really a desire to have a great party as a reward for all 
the hard work of a good ride.  Gerald Hirigoyen and Gabriel Elicetche also provided their specialties and only said that they would bring some-
thing simple.  This is enough to make everyone else try to bring something special. Ah, what a meal and great relaxed atmosphere where every-

one got to spend time getting to know each other. 

This events' "Xabi Award" winner went to first timer Jack Uhalde.  In order to motivate more riders, you must have participated or come to 

one of our future rides to see what it takes to win this award. 

 Thanks to everyone as all gave generously but a special thanks must be given to Philippe Acheritogaray for setting up the routes and 
providing contact with Roger Minhondo to host this event in addition to bringing wines and morning coffee.  Special appreciation to Philippe for 

recording the ride in great photos and film which can be seen on the BCC website under the Txirrindulari Kluba news.   

Another group to be thanked are the quiet, unnoticed but necessary sag crew members: Yvonne Cuburu, Dominic Berterretche, Suzanne Eli-
cetche, Patrick Tobin, Dominic Erdozaincy along with first-timers Jean Goni, Jean Pierre Elissetche and Jeanette Santini.   They provide direction, 

motivation, transport and  assistance as they either lead or follow the riders on their routes. 

 The next ride will be hosted by volunteers Bernadette and Patrick Tobin.  It will take place on Saturday, October 4, 2014 and the 

routes have yet to be determined.  You will have at least 3 months to be prepared for the next one. 


