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Upcoming Events                                                                                

 Feb.  27, Mar. 5 - Hunter Education Course 

 Mar.   6 - 8HZ Radio Show  11:00am 

 Mar. 11 - Basque Film Series –Asier ETA Biok  7:30pm ** 

 Mar. 13 - Women’s Club Meeting 10:00am 

 Mar. 20 - Erramu Eguna (Palm Sunday) ** 

 Apr.   8 - Basque Film Series  - Xalbador  7:30pm    

 Apr. 17 - Michel Etcheverry Concert 

 May   6 - Basque Film Series  7:30pm 

 May   8 - Mother’s Day Luncheon 

 May 21 - BCC Bike Ride in NAPA 

 Jun.  11 - NABO Mus Finals at the                   

Iparreko  Ibarra Basque Club  

   ** flyer enclosed       

 

2016 BCC Mus Txapeldunak 

Congratulations to the BCC ‘s 2016 mus txapeldunak!! 

Lehan Maila—1st place:   Jean Pierre Ansola & Marcel Elicagaray 

Bigarren Maila—2nd place :  Gina Espinal-Augerre &  Mike Aguerre 

Membership dues for 2016 are NOW PAST DUE ! 
Thank you to those who have paid their $30 membership dues for 2016.     

For those who have not,  PLEASE send your dues payment directly to                

Anita Arduain at 226 Bryce Avenue, South San Francisco, CA 94080.   

Womens’ Club News 
The annual dinner was a success as 33 ladies attended including several young ladies . We were so 

pleased to see them join us. Very encouraging!  Looks like every one present enjoyed the evening. 

 

Please join us on Palm Sunday, March 20,  to celebrate with the Easter Bunny.  We will have an 

Easter egg hunt at 11:30am, as well as a visit from the Easter Bunny for the children and a raffle for all 

to enjoy!  (see the enclosed flyer for details!) 

The next meeting to be held on Sunday. March 13 at 10:00 am. 

 

   

Saturdays: 

8-9am –Gazteak Pilota (see article on page 2) 

1:00-3:00pm - Gazteak Dance Group Practice 

http://www.sfbcc.us/
http://www.sfbcc.us/
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***************************************************** 

HIRU KIROL TXAPELKETA 

 

Just a reminder that the HIRU KIROL Tourna-

ment will be starting at the end of March. It is 

not too late to sign up!!! For more information 

and interest please contact Xabier Berrueta 

at xabierberrueta1@yahoo.com (650-922-

2474). 

 

***************************************************** 

NABO PILOTA FINALS 

 

The 2016 NABO Pilota Finals will be held at 

Gure Euskal Etxea the weekend of the BCC 

Udazkeneko Besta Weekend (Friday August 

26th and Saturday 27th). 

If you are interested in representing the 

Basque Cultrual Center, you will need to con-

tact Xabier Berrueta or John Falxa to notify 

your interest in playing in the BCC qualifying 

tournament. The torunaments will start in 

late April ....early May. 

 

************************************************** 

MICHAEL and JUSPAR 

   

two different parts of the 

world 

two pilota ambassadors & 

one common goal 

 

At the 34th BCC Anniver-

sary Weeekend all facets of 

Pilota were displayed starting with Paleta 

Cuero Games on Wednesday night and includ-

ing Paleta Goma, Joko Garbi and Eskuz games 

in all age groups and sizes. There were play-

ers from all over and it accentuated a won-

derful weekend of Besta at our Basque Cul-

tural Center. 

 

Two such players, Juspar Dalleau (below) 

from Pelote Club Chaudron on Reunion Island  

and Michael Curutchet of the Basque Cultur-

al Center (above) represent the spirit and en-

thusiasm that brings joy to the court for all 

to see. After an exciting 

week of participation, both 

Michael and Juspar played 

in the Final of the BCC 

Paleta Cuero Invitational. 

The hope is that the energy 

that both displayed trans-

mits to future generations 

of players.      Zorionak 

deneri!!!!  

     

******************************************************* 

GAZTEAK PILOTA 

 

Gazteak Pilota is held every Saturday morning 

from 8 to 9am for those who would like to en-

hance their game. 

 

Starting March 12th, during Saturday Gazteak 

Dance Practice (1-3pm), pilota will be part of the 

program. Within a months time pilota sessions 

will be held from 3 to 4pm. The goal and focus is 

to introduce the different variations and aspects 

of pilota to the children and improve their game.  

******************************************************* 

TXIRRINDULARI BIKE RIDE 

The next Txirrin-

dulari BCC Bike 

Ride will be on 

Saturday, May 21, 

2016 and will be 

held in Napa, 

California. 

This date was 

chosen purposely 

not to interfere with important events both be-

fore and after it.  The ride will be a week after 

the Los Banos Basque Picnic as well as the SF 

Bay to Breakers yearly run (both on the weekend 

of May 14th and 15th).  It will also be a week be-

fore the Bakersfield Basque Picnic on the Memo-

rial weekend of May 28th and 29th). 

The ride will be hosted by the combined team of 

Espen and Bernadette Petoteguy-Jensen along 

with their friends Pamela and Lars Madsen.  They 

live in Napa, California which has some outstand-

ing rides that we have yet to try. 

The two routes (Bide Luze and Bide Txiki) are be-

ing drawn up  and will be approximately 40-44 

miles for the long and challenging route and ap-

proximately 30-33 miles for the shorter and less 

stressed route.  If you're interested but don't like 

to ride, you can still come as a SAG (support and 

gear) wagon crew for helping tired riders or 

changing flat tires or passing out directions etc. 

With almost three months to warm up biking  and  

a much flatter landscape, this ride will be easier 

than you think.   

And everyone who has been on one of these rides 

will agree,  more than the ride it is about the ca-

maraderie we have and the experience in sharing 

some favorite dishes that everyone brings to cel-

ebrate a ride well done! 

If you are interested in participating in the ride or 

volunteering please let me know.  Leon Sorhondo, 

email: Irisarrtara@yahoo.com, home phone: 415-

285-0748 

KONTRAKANTXA  
The BCC’s SPORTING GREEN 

mailto:xabierberrueta1@yahoo.com
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Zorionak  to our  

Newest BCC Members 

 
 Andrew Goyhenetche 

Matthew Hardoy 

Nicole Hardoy 

Albert Idiart 

Monteserret San Mames 

Olivier Sidibe 

 

 

                                                                             

8 Herrialdeak Zuzenean - 8HZ 
The Basque Diaspora monthly radio show, 8 Herrialdeak Zuzenean (8 Provinces Live) will return from its summer break on 

Sunday, March 6th, 11:00am PST (8:00pm CET - Central European Time).   The show is hosted by Benoit Etcheverry hosts 

the show with Robert Acheritogaray, Esther Ciganda along with Benoit's daughter Lilia and son Antton.  It is broadcast in 

Euskara, French, Spanish and English.    

Listen in at the following website:  

http://euskalirratiak.info/  

http://gureirratia.eu/ 

http://tunein.com/radio/Gure-Irratia-905-s25939/ 

To call into the show from the US dial: 

 011 33 5 59 59 60 30 

Or you can email the show at  irratia@8probintziak.com 

Past shows can be heard at http://8probintziak.com 

The 2016 edition of the Basque Film Series 

will  return this Spring with a special screen-

ing of the award winning documentary 

“Asier ETA Biok” (Asier and I).  Professor 

Xabier Irujo of the William A. Douglass 

Center for Basque Studies will present the 

film.  Please see the enclosed flier for more 

details.  In April, Eneko Dorronsoro’s docu-

mentary on the legendary bertsolari Xalba-

dor will be screened.  To see trailers and to 

get more information please check 

www.BasqueEd.org.   
Xabier Irujo 

********************************************************************************************************* 

ENJOY A REMATCH of the 2015 NABO PILOTA ESKUZ FINAL which took place 

at the Jaialdi in Boise  

On ERRAMU EGUNA  (PALM SUNDAY)  

Sunday March 20th 11am 

 

 

Featuring  

REMI CUBURU of the Basque Cultural Center 

versus 

ALBERTO REYES of Chino 

 

 

Enjoy some great pilota before enjoying lunch 

REMI CUBURU ALBERTO REYES 
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Board of Directors Scholarship Winner:    

Cedric Duhalde Humboldt State University 

 

I was born in the Basque country (in Bayonne, within the province of Lapurdi), but moved to San Francisco at eight 

months old, which means that I basically wasn’t conscious for any of the time I actually lived there. I’ve lived in California 

ever since we moved here originally in 1996, and was put in a French-American School, that taught a French curriculum 

by French or francophone professors. Although being born in Iparralde legally makes me a French citizen, I never identi-

fied myself as French, but always as Basque, in spite of being surrounded only by French people throughout kindergarten, 

elementary, middle and high school. I know this definitely played a role in the way I view my ethnical identity. 

 Something I know a lot of Basque people encounter regularly is how unfamiliar and esoteric the Basque Country can be 

to people. On multiple occasions, I would explain to people how I’m Basque only to find out how few people have ever 

actually heard of the region, and I’ll just resort to telling them I’m French. I understand that the Basque Country isn’t a 

very well-known region, and I think that motivates my drive to identify myself as Basque even more. Because it is so un-

familiar, and yet such a culturally rich, geographically varied, and biodiverse region, I hope that identifying myself as 

Basque will allow more and more people to discover this region we call home.  

As I mentioned earlier, I was enrolled in a French school for my entire pre-university education, which allowed me to 

learn much about France and its culture, history and even politics. Looking back now at all those nights where I was try-

ing to cram all this information that I deemed insignificant and tedious at the time, I realized that this understanding of 

France increased my understanding of how different the Basque Country really is from it. Of course the expression 

Basque “Country” is a blatant misnomer, because it is just an autonomous community in Spain and just the western side 

of a greater department in France, and not in fact a country in itself. However, after having learned about France, and a 

little about Spain, the Basque Country might as well be its own country. There is so much that culturally distinguishes 

the two, a great example being Euskara, our native tongue. The Basque Country is so displaced from France, and that 

makes me so much more fascinated in learning more about it and makes me want to maintain my identity even more.  

I used to visit the Basque Country regularly, on a yearly basis at one point, but as I grew older, my family started going 

less and less frequently. However, I remember going when I was younger, and those memories engrained in my mind 

always remind of the good times I had. However, I was able to travel to Europe with my dad two summers ago, where 

we spent two weeks in the Basque Country. I was on my way to college after that summer, and I had grown a lot since I 

had last been. I had better figured out my field of interest, the environment and biodiversity, and with my newly gained 

knowledge, I was able to better appreciate the Basque Country’s natural life and environment. That trip allowed me to 

discover how biodiverse it is, and how many different biomes encompass such a small and restricted area. The majority 

of the Basque Country is composed of mountainous alpine habitat in the Pyrenees, but west of that is the Atlantic 

Ocean, with miles upon miles of coastline, a very important environment for the Basque people, when its whaling indus-

try was in full swing, and still today for its fishing industry. In the southern portion of the Basque Country, its environ-

ment resembles that of an arid rocky desert, similar to that of Monument Valley in Arizona, completely different from 

any other region in the Basque Country. The Basque Country’s geography really is eclectic, and this variation in biomes 

is another reason for why I deem maintaining my Basque identity as crucial. I hope to revisit the Basque Country in the 

future, and study some of its biodiversity, such as its fascinating avifauna (my specialization in wildlife studies), made up of 

breeding species, wintering species, and even species that simply migrate through. I believe that if I maintain my identity, 

it will encourage me to really return to my homeland and achieve these aspirations I have for my future studies. I think 

being able to study the species in a region you can call home is simply amazing.  

Being Basque is something I am extremely proud of, and whenever I have the opportunity to, I love educating peers of 

mine on what this place is. I’ve lived my entire life surrounded by Basque people, who share the same pride as I do, and 

this greatly impacted the way I view myself as Basque. I’ve seen people my age really lose interest in identifying them-

selves as Basque, which to me seems unfortunate because we do have an interesting culture that deserves to be appreci-

ated and understood, especially by those who are from there. I think all Basque people should happily and confidently 

blazon themselves with the Basque pride I know we have. I even blazoned my pride as a tattoo on my ribs last summer, 

because I know that my Basque identity is something that will never not be a part of me. 


