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Upcoming Events                                                                     

 Aug. 26-27 -  

   BCC Euskal Etxeko Jaialdia 

 Sep. 23 -                    

BCC Golf Tournament—

San Mateo 

 Oct. 28 -                          

Basque Cultural Day Eihera 

Mintzo  - The Millhouse 

Speaks 

     

      

 
 

Hurbil Zaitez Mesedez !   please come join us! 
The majority of the activities at the San Francisco Basque Cultural Center are managed and organized 

through its standing committees and are open to all members who are interested in participating in 

them.  For more details, please contact the committee chairperson: 

 

Building and Grounds  

The Buildings and Grounds committee is responsible for the facility and for its decor. The Chairper-

son of this committee is Jean Gorostiague (jg1231@gmail.com). 
 

 Entertainment  

The Entertainment Committee is responsible for organizing the events at the center, especially the 

three major annual events of the anniversary festival in February, the summer festival in August and 

the New Year's Eve Gala. The committee generally meets on the third Monday of the month at 

7:30pm. The Chairperson is Pierre Etcharren (etcharren@msn.com). 
 

Euskara 

The Euskara Committee is responsible for programs for learning the Basque language. The Chairper-

son is Xabier Berrueta (xabierberrueta1@yahoo.com). 
 

Pilota 

The Pilota Committee is responsible for promoting the sport of pilota and for organizing tourna-

ments. The Chairperson is Xabier Berrueta (xabierberrueta1@yahoo.com). 
 

Youth 

The Youth Committee organizes activities throughout the year targeted to the youth of the BCC. 

The Chairperson is Valerie Arrechea (etcharren@msn.com).  
 

Finance 

The Finance Committee manages the BCC's investment portfolio. The Chairperson is Matthew 

Etchepare (matthew.etchepare@gmail.com). 
 

Women's Club 

The BCC Women's Club sponsors and promotes many annual events including Mother’s Day, Fa-

ther’s Day, Easter , Halloween and Christmas celebrations to make the BCC a welcoming place for 

the members’ children.  The President is Maria Arriada (msarriada@gmail.com).  The Secretary is 

Mayte Ocafrain (goxoki@sbcglobal.net). 

 

Basque Educational Organization - BEO 
The BEO organizes educational activities including the circulation of a Basque Library, an annual film 

series and a biennial Basque Cultural Day.  The BEO meets on the first Thursday of the month via 

teleconference. The chairperson is Marisa Espinal (mespinal_fssm@yahoo.com). 

 

North American Basque Organization –NABO 

NABO was started in 1973 with the intent of helping its member Basque organizations to assist each 

other in the pursuit of the same objective, the perpetuation of Basque culture and identity. The 

NABO Delegates are Philippe Acheritogaray and Pierre Etcharren 

 

http://www.sfbcc.us/
http://www.sfbcc.us/
mailto:msarriada@gmail.com
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Berri Txarrak, the Basque Coun-

try’s premiere Basque Rock band, who have 

made California their home away from home 

released 2 singles this past May.  To check 

them out please visit www.SFBCC.us.   

On Egin!  

BCC Officers 2017-2018   
 

Congratulations (and appreciation!) to our 2017-2018  Board 

of Directors and Officers: 

 

                          

President      Gracian Goyhenetche  

Vice President  Matthew Etchepare   

Second Vice President Jean Pierre Cabalette 

Secretary      Philippe Acheritogaray 

Treasurer     Anita Arduain 

Asst. Secretary   Suzanne Elicetche 

Asst. Treasurer     Valerie Arrechea 

June 2017  Elections 
Congratulations to our newly elected 2017 Board of 

Directors: 

                    # of Votes* 

Tony Huarte    140 

Philippe Acheritogaray 139 

Joseph Goyhenetche  133 

Pierre Etcharren  122 

Christian Iribarren  101 

* For the 2017 Elections there were 160 member votes.   

The BCC Board would also like to thank outgoing 

director, Xavier Ocafrain, for his three years of 

dedicated service to the Board of Directors. 

This past June 2nd at the Basque Cultural Center,  Etxauzia representatives Ion Ansa and Linda Etcheverry Lacourrege pre-

sented the Etxauzia project.  This grass roots effort to acquire the historical Etxauzia Chateau in Baigorri continues this year 

with a new slogan - “Zabal eta Bizi / Open and Alive.”  The space in Etxauzia will be used to promote the local economies of 

the interior of the North Basque Country, to promote Basque Culture, to teach the history of Navarre and the Basque 

Country and to assist the Basque Diaspora reconnect with their roots.  To find out more please check the BCC website and 

click on the Etxauzia link - www.SFBCC.us.  On egin!  
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The renowned singing trio of Aire Ahizpak (Aire Sisters) will per-

form an evening concert a the Basque Cultural Center in conjunction 

with the October 28th Basque Cultural Day.  For more details please 

check www.BasqueEd.org. 

Basque Cultural Day: 

Eihera Mintzo - The millhouse speaks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Basque Educational Organization’s (BEO) next Basque Cultural Day will be held on Saturday, October 28th 

and will feature four distinguished speakers.  This year’s theme is Basque mythology and spirituality.  Mia Arostigui 

will present mythological characters and superstitions based on historical writings and art.  Begona Echeverria will 

present her novel The Hammer of Witches and Miren Asumendi will present the mythological character Laminak 

along with related artwork.  The keynote speaker will be Denise Orpustan-Love who will present her new book 

The Millhouse Speaks: Seven Pathways to our Ancestral Basque Homeland.  

            Mia Arostigui                             Begona Echeverria                         Miren Asumedi                    Denise Orpustan-Love 

In collaboration with the  

Basque Cultural Institute 

August Festival:         
Euskal Etxeko Jaialdia 
Dr. Xabier Irujo, director of the William A. 

Douglass Center for Basque Studies at the Univer-

sity of Nevada, Reno, will kick off the BCC’s Au-

gust festival with a book presentation.  2017 

marks the 80th anniversary of the bombing of 

Gernika and Mr. Irujo will present his book Ger-

nika 1937: The Market Day Massacre.  This event 

will begin at 3:00pm on Saturday, August 

26th  
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Another fantastic 17th bicycle ride was had by the participants which included riders, sags, and other personnel.  

It began with a glorious sunny day in the usual foggy morning area of Woodside off of Half Moon Bay. 

We started at the parking area of Canada Road off of highway 

92.  We had a new additional biker to our ride by the name of 

Laurent Recollon.  Laurent is a friend of Gerald Hirigoyen, as 

well as, a food supplier and distributor to our own BCC.  He 

was a welcome addition as we later got the opportunity to 

taste some incredible cheeses that he brought for our lunch. 

After taking pictures and getting assignments together with the 

sag crew for routes etc., we proceeded “on time” along our 

routes. 

Leon Sorhondo took the front of the Bide Luze route and 

watched some incredible riding.  While going up the 8% aver-

age grade on Old La Honda Road (that's 3.37 miles long), 

Leon’s truck was having a difficult time climbing up.  He slowly 

passed up numerous riders, coming a bit too close to one rider who swore at him!  It turned out the rider was Laurent Recollon. 

This may have motivated Laurent to catch up to Leon as he made it up the steep incline in 21-22 minutes!  In the past, Dean Fan-

tham has made it in 18-19 minutes when he was riding more often.  All of the Bide Luze riders made it up in under 30 minutes— 

pretty impressive for a fun ride!  Eventually they met up with the Bide Txiki riders who were all having a great ride and enjoying it 

tremendously.  

The last of the riders arrived back at the parking lot by noon where we had started.  From there everyone drove to Dean and 

Yvette's house for the luncheon.  There we had an assortment of beverages from fancy wines and beers as well as appetizers and 

cheeses out in the shady patio protecting us from the very hot sunny day!  Meanwhile Dean proceeded to barbecue some tender 

beef while others set up various scrumptious main and side dishes inside the kitchen.  Another table had desserts to finalize the 

meal. 

Customary after lunch, speeches and jokes continued along with the presentation of the newly designed  “Xabi Award” which was 

presented to Remi Cuburu.  To find out what it takes to earn this prestigious honor, you need to participate in the ride.  And, last 

but not least, a special thank you and appreciation to Dean and Yvette Fantham for hosting this event.   

Volunteering to host the after-ride lunch is the only way to ensure that we continue our bike rides at various locations in the Bay 

Area and celebrating together our Basque culture in different and special ways. 

 

To see more photos from the ride please check www.SFBCC.us and scroll down.  On egin! 

From left to right: Yvonne Cuburu, Leon Sorhondo, Dominique Berterretche, Nadine Goyhenetche, Sophie Montalvo, Valerie Montalvo, 

Juliette Montalvo, Yvette Fantham, Dean Fantham, Espen Jensen, Bernadette Jensen, Laurent Recollon, Sabine Geul, Gerald Hirigoyen, 

Mike Geul, Remi Cuburu, Christian Iribarren, Roc Hopkins, Mike Cueva, Pat Tobin, Philippe Acheritogaray. 

Txirrindulari Kluba 


